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WEICDITIE io the maugural jssue
of the IAMGiBolingbrook Newsleter,

I you are an avintion enthusias, you
muy afready be aware of the exciting
chanpes that are occurring at the revital-
ized Bolingbrook’s Clow  Internationn
Adrport, Central o many of the ground-
brenking happenings taking place at this
airpor is the Nedgling birth of the 1linois
Avintion Museum (@ Bolingbrook

In recent years we have seen Clow
International Airport {1C5) evolve from a
privately owned endangered grass root
pirport (hat bordered on extinction to &
revitalized municipal airport that will
contribute o the vitality of Bolingbrook
and the surrounding local communities.

Central to the future plans for this great
little airport is the behind the scenes
activity to organize and fund an educa-
tionzl museum on the airport site.,

Up to now this has been an all volunteer
affort, To date g 1950's era T-2 Buckeye
jeb trainer has been procured from the
Mavy installation in Pensacola Flonda. It
is currently being restored for static dis-
play. A promise of several other aireraft
has been received pending curnent efforts
{ir developa suitable space for restoration
and display of the T-2 aircraft.

A detailed airport and site plan has been
developed , and a professional fundrais-
er has been selected 1o develop and man-
age A corporote and institutional  trust
funding effort.

The Willage of Bolingbrook has dona
temporary hanger space to allow the

development of educational programs,
restoration of aircraft projects while the
permancnl muscum site is construcied

Ome of the exsentinl characteristics of the
airport, the museum development is the
mvolvement of the regular citizen in this
cffort. This is very fitting os this has
been the history of the airport. [t is this
imvoivement of the local community |, the
volunteers, organizers, prass rools con-
tmbutors that are the grist of the appeal
that will be made to the major contribu-
tors of this project. [t is the enthusiasm
of local supporiers that will encowrnge
the large scale funding of the museum
facility and programs. This is your local
airport and your local museum

As vou learn more about the exeiting
changes happening at the airport, consid-
er joining us and becoming a part of this
exciting change. Volunteer work crews
have been at the zirport on Thursday
evenings and Saturday momings. An
additional restorable afreraft is on request
from Peosacela Maval Air station.
Consider what ever contribution you can
spare. Small contnbutions are very nec-
egsary. They belp with early organization
efforts, and most importantly. it shows
larger contributors that that they are part
of o vibrant community activity.

What can you do?

1, Put October 22, 2004 on vour calendar.
Join us at the Bolingbrook Aviation Ball.
Help us kick off our founding fund rais-
i'ng cffort. See your invitation in this
issue on page 3. The Flight to Paradise
theme ball  will take place at the

Bolingbrook Country Club, Reservations
are heing taken for tbles wnd ndividual
sealing by calling Wiwren Myers al 630
226-98M. If you are n local business
owner please consider joining s ol this
elegant function, Donation will be $100
per person or $1000 for a mble of 10

2. Please wrife a check to the musewn.
The level of giving 15000 os inportant ns
the ift you send as a sign of support for
this worthwhile aviation and community
assel

3, Show up ot Belingbrook Clow
International  Alrport some  Saturday
morming, Introduce vour self  w the
miuseum volunteers; Have coffee and o
donut with us and se¢ the changes taking
place,

Alrplane Owners and Pllots

Assoclation comes to Balingbrook
[As pasted oo AQPA Website)

June 28, 2004

Mayar Daley take note: Your neighbors
understand the value of & peneral avia-
tion airport. The village of Bolingbrook,
[lnois, just 23 om o southwest of
Chicago, last week approved plans fo
upgrade its newly acquired airport (o
make it a reliever for the Chicago area.
And much of the credit goes 0 a for-
sighted mayor.

"Even though he's not a pilot. Mayor
Roger Claar understood the importanee
of Clow [nternational Aswrport (1C5) to
his community," said AOPA Prosident
Phil Boyer, who met with the mayor June
25, "He was determined to mot fet this air-



porl o e way of so many privately owned
airports — into the hands of developers” 2004 - Summer - Page 2

In the late 19505, farmer Poyd Clow fell in
love with flving and built o grass airstrip.
Before long, other pilots approached him
about tying dvwwn their nireraft, and (he air-
port ullimately developed inte one of the
busiest felds In Hlinois. Today Clow
International Airpor sports a thriving FRO,
w busy Might school, o popular on-feld
restoarant, and some 150 based aircraft
{See ADPA Pilor, March 2003.) And the nir-
port 15 the home of the lhnois Aviation
Msenm af Bolinghrook, (1t was o museum
piticer who twld ACPA about the mayor's
supprort Toe the airport aod museum.)

“Claw Adrpord has been o mode! privately
awned, public-use airport,” said Hoyer, "sur-
wiving and thriving even s the suburls have
prenwn aronnd i

Clow seld the adrport 10 another private
owser in 1998, In March of this year, Claar
pushed through o 525 million bond issue for
the villapge to buy and upgrade (he ainport 10
make il more atraclive 10 corporae opera-
tors, Improvement plans include widening
and lengthening the runway o 4000 fec,
adding new rumway lights, and building
more hangars and a pilol Gaeility,

“Polinghrook understands that o vital genere- A0 :
al aviation sirport is key 1o o community’s mafar:]uﬂe'z_ﬁ :
economic growil," said Bover In fact, the Gl
village has aired AOQPA'S video Local
Adrports — Access o America continuously
on ils eable secess channel.

O Friday, Boyer mnd Claar discussed
options to beter develop the aimpon while
maintaining its wnigueness as o small GA
facility in a modern community. Bover sug-
pested the village look at other airports in
similar circumstances, particularly lineis'
Schaurmbure Regional Airport and Albent
Whitted Field in St Petersburg, Florida

Bover also suggested that the village pro-
mote the airpert on its Web site and that the
FBOs have brochures available for transient
pilots 4o show what Bolingbrook has
offer,

"What a stariling contrast between Chicaga
and Bolingbrook,” said Boyer, "We'll never
torget that the Chicage area was hit with the
most dramatic airpord closure ever when T Lo B e R
Mavor Daley ordered the bulldozer 1o attack T_hl_ﬁ iithﬂ L z
the runway. And we'll always remember that um: _:'ijfﬂt' ok
Mayor Claar and Bolingbrook value highly
their general aviation airport.”




Please sigh me up as a contributing Founding Member of the lllincis Aviation Museum @
Bolingbrook. Please keep sending me the newsletter. Call Kent Demuth at 630-854-5506 for
additional information. s \wwwwlillinoisaeromusaellrnm.cory

Category of Donation Tax Deductible*

Filot Newsletter only $25
Navigator  T-Shirt $40
Captain Polo Shirt $75

Patron Memorial Listing. $1000
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